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medical system which can only be detri-
mental to all our citizens. At the risk of 
oversimplification, may I state that this bill 
is a sugar-coated pill that is being swallowed 
in an easy fashion, but its ill effects will be 
felt in the ultimate crippling of our medical 
services and unwarranted regressive tax bur-
den on our citizens. 

Quoting Congressman Thomas Curtis, also 
from the state of Missouri, who has this to 
say: 

What we have done is to take a system 
that has proved successful for 85 percent of 
our people, including our older people, in 
order to solve the problems of the 15 percent. 

These arguments were made by Repub-
licans while debating the Social Security 
Amendments of 1965, commonly known as 
Medicare—the bill that became law and re-
sponsible for the program that has treated and 
cared for tens of millions of American seniors 
with the medical care they need, 

It is striking but not all too surprising that the 
Grand Old Party is using the same old argu-
ments on the other side of the aisle today. 

I doubt there is any member in this chamber 
today who would reasonably argue that Medi-
care has not benefited our Nation. Do they 
think insurance companies would step in to 
cover a 75-year old cancer patient if it were 
not for Medicare? 

Madam Speaker, the specter of a govern-
ment takeover of health care has been part of 
the Republican playbook for nearly 45 years. 
It wasn’t true then and it isn’t true now. 

Medicare is the life blood of today’s seniors. 
It put the ‘great’ in LBJ’s Great Society. His-
tory is destined to repeat itself—not just the 
mistakes, but the triumphs as well. 
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HONORING THE LATE ANTHONY T. 
KAHOOHANOHANO ON BEING 
AWARDED THE MEDAL OF 
HONOR 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 5, 2009 

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker,I would like 
to recognize the late Anthony T. 
Kahoohanohano for his extraordinary heroism 
while serving during the Korean War. Private 
First Class Kahoohanohano’s service was re-
cently acknowledged with our Nation’s highest 
award of merit, the Medal of Honor. 

I am grateful to my colleague Senator 
AKAKA for inserting a provision in this year’s 
defense authorization bill that awards the 
Medal of Honor to Mr. Kahoohanohano and to 
President Obama for signing the bill into law. 

Awarding the Medal of Honor to Anthony 
Kahoohanohano has long been overdue. A 
19-year-old soldier from Wailuku on the island 
of Maui, Kahoohanohano bravely sacrificed his 
own life to protect fellow soldiers in the area 
of Chupa-ri, Korea on September 1, 1951. 

After ordering members of his machine-gun 
squad to take up more secure positions to 
provide cover as U.S. forces withdrew, 
Kahoohanohano bravely stayed behind to fight 
the enemy on his own, even fighting in hand- 
to-hand combat after he ran out of ammuni-
tion. He was killed in action, but his coura-
geous actions inspired other American troops 
to launch a counterattack against the enemy. 

On behalf of Anthony Kahoohanohano’s 
family and the State of Hawaii, and in honor 

of the service and sacrifice of our 
servicemembers and veterans, I thank my col-
leagues for supporting this measure. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2009 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, this morning our national debt was 
$11,978,953,722,825.90. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

The national debt has increased by 
$1,340,527,976,532.10 so far this year. 

According to the non-partisan Congressional 
Budget Office, the forecast deficit for this year 
is $1.6 trillion. That means that so far this 
year, we borrowed and spent $4.4 billion a 
day more than we have collected, passing that 
debt and its interest payments to our children 
and all future Americans. 
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COMMENDING WOODBRIDGE TOWN-
SHIP’S SALUTE TO OLD GLORY 
PROGRAM 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2009 

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
address the House for one minute. 

On Wednesday, November 11, Veterans’ 
Day, there will be a special celebration entitled 
a Salute to Old Glory in Woodbridge Town-
ship, New Jersey. The goal of the program is 
to refurbish all American flags and flag poles 
throughout the Woodbridge Township School 
District. This is a huge undertaking; 
Woodbridge Township is the largest munici-
pality in New Jersey’s Seventh Congressional 
District. 

A Salute to Old Gory began is a vision of 
Woodbridge Board of Education Member 
George Yuhasz, a lifelong resident of 
Woodbridge Township. With the help of com-
munity activist Charlie Shaughnessey of 
Colonia, New Jersey the program to replace 
and preserve American flags throughout the 
Township has become a huge success. 

Veterans as well as civic organizations have 
joined in this effort in making Salute to Old 
Glory a positive initiative throughout the com-
munity. 

The American Flag stands for many things 
in our beloved Nation. It also serves as a 
great inspiration for those who want to be-
come part of our great democracy. 

Educational involvement incorporated into 
the program included student essays and ar-
tistic presentations that allowed for involve-
ment of students throughout the school dis-
trict. 

The program has been successful because 
it has been a total community effort. In fact, 
Salute to Old Glory will become an ongoing 
effort not only for the Woodbridge Board of 
Education but for all public buildings in 
Woodbridge Township that may need a re-
plenishment of an American flag or flagpole. 

All of those involved in with the Salute to 
Old Glory program in Woodbridge Township 
should be commended for their efforts. 

I am pleased to share their hard work with 
my colleagues here in Congress and with the 
American people. 

f 

OPPOSING ANY ENDORSEMENT OR 
FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF 
REPORT OF THE UNITED NA-
TIONS FACT FINDING MISSION 
ON THE GAZA CONFLICT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, I am disappointed that we have gotten to 
the point that the House even has to consider 
this resolution before us this week. I am in-
clined to vote for this resolution but not without 
reservations. 

My vote for this resolution should not be 
read either as an endorsement of Operation 
Lead Cast or as an endorsement of the posi-
tion that investigations of serious allegations of 
war crimes should not be undertaken. 

We cannot act as if the devastating war in 
Gaza in January did not have consequences 
for Palestinians, Israelis, and the international 
community. We cannot and should not brush 
aside legitimate allegations about abuses 
committed by both sides during this conflict. 
Yet, now more than ever, we also need to in-
tensify efforts to resolve the very serious 
issues that had unfortunately led to many 
needless deaths and continuing tensions and 
may continue to do so if we let the status quo 
linger. 

I have reservations that the resolution be-
fore the House this week would do nothing to 
defuse the demagoguery that has long 
plagued the Middle East and to help steer us 
to a future devoid of more rocket attacks or vi-
olence in the region. 

Ten months after the ‘‘cessation’’ of overt 
fighting in Gaza, tensions remain high and 
both the Palestinian and Israeli people con-
tinue to live with tremendous insecurity and 
fear. I am dismayed that it appears to be only 
a matter of time until the endless cycle of vio-
lence repeats itself again along with the re-
sumption of increased misery for innocent 
Israeli and Palestinian men, women, and chil-
dren in the region. We as a Congress, at this 
point, would be better served by trying to sup-
port efforts to reinvigorate the peace process, 
defuse these mounting tensions, and pressing 
both parties to meet at the negotiating table. 

Nonetheless, the Goldstone report includes 
some very serious charges relating to possible 
war crimes or other crimes against humanity 
committed by Israel, Hamas, and other Pales-
tinian armed groups. To give just one exam-
ple, there are allegations of deliberate and 
premeditative efforts to target a wastewater 
treatment plant—that did not have any link to 
‘‘Palestinian armed groups or any other effec-
tive contribution to military action’’—sending 
over 200,000 cubic meters of raw sewage 
onto farmland. What is lacking in this report is 
a full and complete accounting of the reckless, 
indiscriminate, and ongoing use of rockets by 
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Hamas and other groups to target innocent ci-
vilians in Israel. Such a report cannot short-
change such an effort because doing so al-
lows those seeking to score political points— 
rather than seeking peace, stability, and ac-
countability—to hijack this process. 

Again, the breadth and gravity of these 
charges demand that these ‘‘facts’’ be estab-
lished in a comprehensive and fair way. Yet, 
even our own State Department—which has 
been actively engaged in pursuing peace in 
the region and urging both sides to move that 
process forward—has raised concerns about 
both the mandate for the report as well as the 
report itself, noting ‘‘serious concerns about 
the report’s unbalanced focus on Israel, its 
sweeping factual and legal conclusions, and 
many of its recommendations.’’ I am not say-
ing that there should not be a serious and 
comprehensive finding of fact that can serve 
as a starting point on the road to truth and jus-
tice about what occurred on both sides. But 
this is not it. 

The lack of a widely credible report on po-
tential human rights abuses during the Gaza 
conflict is a missed opportunity to advance 
peace or stability in the region. It does not ad-
vance accountability. In a region with plenty of 
easy opportunity for division and unleashing of 
tensions, I believe that a more widely credible 
report could have been so much more useful 
in promoting transparency about what oc-
curred, justice for those affected, and the 
prospect of a future peace for all. And it would 
have made this resolution on the floor this 
week unnecessary. 

f 

HONORING PHILLIP SHORT 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2009 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Phillip Short for his 
dedication to his family and community. Mr. 
Short passed away on Sunday, September 27, 
2009 at Doctors Medical Center in Modesto, 
California. Mr. Short was seventy-three years 
old. 

Phillip Short was born and raised in 
Hughson, California and graduated from 
Hughson High School. He attended the Uni-
versity of California, Berkley where he played 
football and majored in engineering. After col-
lege, he returned to Hughson and began 
growing walnuts and almonds along the 
Tuolumne River for over fifty years. 

Mr. Short began his political activity within 
his community in 1967, when he joined the 
Hughson Elementary School Board. He served 
on the board for ten years. In August, 1977 
Mr. Short was appointed to the Turlock Irriga-
tion District Board of Directors. He was elect-
ed to serve on the TID board for eight con-
secutive four-year terms; serving over thirty- 

two years. During his tenure he dealt with 
droughts, floods, environmental rules and the 
expansion of the TID electricity system be-
tween south Modesto and northern Merced 
County. His position with TID allowed him to 
oversee recreation at Don Pedro Reservoir on 
the Tuolumne River. Over the years, Mr. Short 
was also a member of the California Walnut 
Commission and the Federal Walnut Control 
Board. He served as a chairman of the export 
and research committees of the California 
Walnut Marketing Board and served as presi-
dent of the Association of California Water 
Agencies from 1993 to 1995. In addition, Mr. 
Short served our nation as a United States 
Marine Corp reservist. 

Mr. Short is survived by his wife, Kay, and 
five children. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to post-
humously honor Phillip Short. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Mr. Short’s life 
and wishing the best for his family. 

f 

SUPPORTING AND ENCOURAGING 
GREATER SUPPORT FOR VET-
ERANS DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2009 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise in support of freedom, but specifi-
cally, I rise in support of the soldiers who have 
made the dream of freedom a reality for us all. 
As a cosponsor of H. Res. 89, which recog-
nizes the sacrifices that are made every day 
by the men and women who serve in the 
United States Armed Forces, I am pleased the 
House voted this week on the final passage of 
this legislation. 

I would also like to acknowledge Congress-
man JOE BACA for introducing this legislation, 
which commemorates the public holiday of 
Veteran’s Day and its significance in carrying 
on the legacy of our living and fallen soldiers. 

As a bipartisan bill, this legislation rep-
resents the unanimous recognition of the im-
pact that the men and women of the United 
States Armed Forces make on our daily lives. 
The legislation notes the solemn cost of death 
that we pay for the defense of our freedom, 
and the importance of acknowledging the 
value of that cost. Every fallen soldier is an in-
tegral part of our collective American commu-
nity, and a tremendous loss is sustained when 
a brother, a mother, a sister, a father, a child 
or a friend is removed from that community. 

As we remember those who have given so 
much to our country, whose patriotism ex-
ceeds the requirement and defies the norm, 
we must also remember that it is our duty to 
provide for the needs of those heroes through 
programs, funding and medical services. Many 

of the trials that our veterans face as they re-
turn home cannot be resolved, from broken 
bones to the memories of the tragedy of war. 
However, ensuring that our veterans have a 
home to come home to is the least we can do 
for these patriotic heroes. My colleagues and 
I were able to accomplish that through the 
Homes for Heroes Act, which was passed in 
June of this year. This bill will establish fund-
ing for low-income veterans, and will address 
the issues of homelessness and mental health 
for our veterans who need it most. 

Next week, on Veteran’s Day, let us also 
recognize the significant contribution that mili-
tary families play in the lives of our soldiers. 
Through their sacrifices, all of our families are 
afforded the opportunity of living the American 
Dream. I thank my colleagues for approving H. 
Res. 89 this week and look forward to joining 
with my constituents in Houston next week. As 
a community, we will honor the sacrifices 
made by our Nation’s veterans. 

f 

ILLEGAL ALIEN LOOPHOLE IN 
PELOSI HEALTH CARE TAKEOVER 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2009 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, on Tuesday I joined my colleagues 
to comb through the Pelosi health care take-
over. The takeover bill weighs in at 21 pounds 
and is 2,000 pages long. You would think in 
a bill that size, we would be able to find an 
adequate enforcement or citizenship 
verification system. 

Unfortunately, we did not. All we found were 
weak citizenship verification measures that will 
give illegal aliens easy access to health care 
benefits paid for by hard working taxpayers— 
with overcrowding of medical providers delay-
ing services for legal citizens. 

In an effort to close this loophole, I am 
going to join Congressmen NATHAN DEAL, 
DEAN HELLER and SAM JOHNSON to present 
several amendments to the Rules Committee. 
Our amendments will prevent American tax-
payers from being forced to finance benefits 
for illegal aliens by adding strong enforcement 
and verification provisions to the Pelosi health 
care takeover bill. 

I encourage the Rules Committee to accept 
our amendments to eliminate the loopholes for 
fraud and abuse. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, and we 
will never forget September 11th in the Global 
War on Terrorism. I am grateful for the visit on 
Capitol Hill today by the Morristown Tea Party 
led by Jeff Weingarten who I visited last Sun-
day to encourage turnout in the New Jersey 
gubernatorial election Tuesday. With dedi-
cated volunteers such as Synnove Bakke of 
East Brunswick, there was an historic turnout. 
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